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DISCUSSIONS. 

To the Editor of The Monist: 

In the October number of The Monist, in an article on ' ' Heredity versus Evo- 
lution," by Mr. Theodore Gilman, there occur the following sentences : 

"Ribot defines its meaning [that is, of heredity] as ' that biological law by 
"which all beings endowed with life tend to repeat themselves in their descendants. 
" It is for the species, what personal identity is for the individual.' Herbert Spen- 
' ' cer, carefully following Ribot, defines it as ' the law that each plant or animal 
"produces others of a like kind with itself.' " 

The facts are that the definition of heredity above quoted from Mr. Spencer 
occurs in the first volume of his "Principles of Biology," § 80, published in 1864. 
The volume of M. Ribot quoted from, — "L'Her^dite" — was not published until 
1873. Obviously, therefore, if there is any indebtedness shown, it cannot be due 
to the careful "following " of Ribot by Mr. Spencer. 

I respectfully send you this note for the next number of The Monist in the in- 
terest of the commendable exactness referred to by Mr. Gilman in the note printed 

with his article. 

James A. Skilton. 
Corresponding Secretary Brooklyn Ethical Association. 



To the Editor of The Monist : 

Mr. James A. Skilton, Corresponding Secretary of the Brooklyn Ethical Asso- 
ciation, calls attention to a mistake in my article on " Heredity versus Evolution," 
in The Monist of October, 1893, where I say that Herbert Spencer carefully follows 
Ribot in his definition of heredity, whereas Ribot wrote after and quoted from 
Spencer. 

I had in mind the derivation of the word from the French. My complaint was 
that Spencer should have been the first to transfer into the English language an 
important word from the French, where it had been used since the eleventh century, 
with no comment or explanation, and with a tacit assumption of its acceptance. 
Since he is silent on the subject of its derivation, he leaves it to others to speculate 
regarding it. 

That Spencer borrowed the word from the French must be accepted as certain. 
That it came from Lucas (1847) would appear equally so, both because he was the 
first writer on this special subject, and from his definition ' ' natural heredity, in the 
"spirit of our definition, embraces the propagation of the forms and elements of 
"the existence of living beings." This is elaborated in numerous other passages 
throughout his work. 

We may make the same excuse for Mr. Spencer that Professor Weismann does 
on page 53, Vol. II, of his "Essays on Heredity," wher% he says : "This hypoth- 
' ' esis must have been forgotten later on, or Herbert Spencer would never have 
"enunciated it and supported it without reference to his predecessors." There is a 
poetic justice in the fact that the word heredity, which he introduced in this sur- 
reptitious manner, should prove a petard, and develop such explosive qualities in 
connexion with the corner-stone of his entire system. 

Theodore Gilman. 



